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Ability in art, in general, develops along the line *o£s<n#
creasing technical control, accuracy of perception, and crea-^
tive imagination.    Little children use sand as a medium;
older ones, clay; still older ones, plaster.   Especially interest-
ing to children is the making of useful articles decorated with
designs in water color or oil paint, block painting, batiking,
and tie-and-dye work.    In such art mediums they express
their changing interests, imagination, and personality.
Some pictures, lovely in form and color, have been made by
primary children. One issue of Progressive Education con-
tains excellent examples of superior art work of children and
a stimulating discussion of the creative spirit in school
art.14
Standards of achievement in drawing are difficult to set
up because each work of art is unique. Thorndike's
Scale for General Merit of Children's Drawings (Teachers
College, Columbia University, 1923), contains specimens
of actual drawings of pupils of grades three to eight, or ages
eight years to fifteen years, and suggests the great variation to
be found in children's drawings. This scientifically made
drawing scale measures technic, not the creative quality nor
the appreciative side of art. The McAdory Art Test which
has been widely used in the upper grades has been stand-
ardized for children in the second and third grades. The
extension of the test to lower grade levels has apparently
not impaired the validity of the test. A scale for the
measurement of children's paintings has been devised by
Tiebout.15 It is based on the judgment of the artistic quality
of samples of paintings made by children in the first seven
grades. Two groups of judges agreed very closely on the
ranks to be given to these paintings. It is difficult to measure
the aesthetic individual quality of a work of art. It is felt
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